
By Kim Hood

“Congratulations, your project has
been awarded 57 points and a Platinum
LEED rating!”

On June 8th, we received the news
that we had been anxiously awaiting
ever since we submitted our application
last summer to the U.S. Green Building
Council (USGBC). LEED stands for
Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design, and Platinum
designation is the highest level of stan-
dards set by the U. S. Green Building
Council. The LEED Platinum certifica-
tion represents the culmination of many
years of planning, designing and con-
structing the River Resource Center,
which now serves as the Musconetcong
Watershed Association’s headquarters
and environmental education center. In
1999 the empty 2150 sq. ft. warehouse
that was to become the River Resource
Center was donated to the MWA by the
Riddle family. The Association’s board
of trustees made the difficult decision to
build the headquarters to LEED stan-
dards as a demonstration of the
Association’s conservationist ethic and
to serve as a model of environmentally
friendly building methods.

We are very grateful to the outstand-
ing project team which was led by archi-
tect Mike Cronomiz of Re:Vision
Architecture, and included construction
manager Cliff Tanzler (Critical Path
Project Management), site engineer Jim
Chmielak (Engineering & Land Planning
Associates), MEP engineer Bill Amann
(M&E Engineering) and commissioning
agent Ed Iczkowski (EFI
Commissioning Services). The MWA
board of trustees would also like to
express great appreciation to the building
committee members who attended

countless design and construction meet-
ings over the course of many years, and
provided the constructive ideas, feed-
back and guidance needed to keep the
project moving forward and within bud-
get. Building committee members were
Bill Leavens, Beth Styler Barry, Mike
Sedita, Peter Banta, Henry Meltzer and
Kim Hood (Chair).

Some of the “green” highlights
of the building include compost-
ing toilets, a geothermal heating
and cooling system, photovoltaic
solar panels, and high perfor-
mance windows and insulation.
Because virtually no water is
used in the composting toilets,
the building uses 67% less water
than buildings of comparable size
and use. Since heating and cooling

requirements are minimized, along
with highly efficient halogen and LED
lighting systems and a large percentage
of natural day lighting, the building
achieves a 48% Energy Use Reduction
over buildings of comparable size and
use. In addition, recycled, locally
sourced and renewable materials were
used as much as possible throughout
the building, and a showcase native
drought-resistant garden has been
installed around the building exterior.
These and many other features all
contributed to the final LEED
Platinum certification.

MWA will be celebrating the certifi-
cation and recognizing our major
donors and contributors at an open
house event on Wednesday, October
6th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Please see
the Save These Dates lisitng on page 5
for details on this celebration.
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River Resource Center is Certified Platinum!

The River Resource Center, the third Platinum LEED building in New Jersey, is the
smallest building in the USA to achieve 57 points under the LEED:NC rating sys-
tem and the first Platinum LEED building in Warren County.



By Beth Styler Barry

In early spring of 2010 MWA applied
to Morris Tomorrow, a private, not-for-
profit foundation, in the hope of funding
two internships. Morris Tomorrow spon-
sored the Langdon Palmer Memorial
Internship Program to honor Mr.
Langdon “Don” Palmer of Long Valley, a
lifelong conservationist and a longtime
MWA member. MWA applied for and
was awarded a grant to fund the Langdon
Palmer Water Monitoring Internship and
Langdon Palmer Watershed Education
Internship in the summer of 2010.

Due to the pressure of time, particular-
ly with the urgency to fill Education
Internship as MWA Education programs
were already underway, it was decided to
award the two internships to qualified

“known entities”. Maria Barry (daughter
of Executive Director Beth Styler Barry)
was appointed as the Langdon Palmer
Watershed Education Intern. Maria has
many hours of volunteer service with the
MWA; most importantly she had assisted
with MWA Watershed Education
Program and theMeet the River programs
in the past. She also completed the
Counselor in Trailing Program at Lindley

G. Cook 4-H Camp, a good preparation for
Camp Musky. Dillon George of Asbury
was appointed as the Langdon Palmer
Water Monitoring Intern. Dillon has
been an asset to the organization since he
first discovered us a few years ago. He is
a trained River Watcher and volunteered
with monitoring-related work, data entry
and assisted with the 2009 Camp Musky
program.
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Dillon George, Langdon PalmerWater Monitoring Intern, takes a water sample
upstream of the Finesville Dam in Pohatcong Township.

Langdon Palmer Memorial Internships

Langdon Palmer
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Education Intern
Maria Barry helps
a young camper
with a project.
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Saturday, September 18, 2010 Hike and Hawk Watch at Raccoon Ridge 8 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Join us as we look for a variety of hawks and eagles and enjoy fantastic panoramic views of the Delaware Valley.

The group will hear a Welcome and Hawk Talk by Brian Hardiman, the Monroe County Environmental Educator
and Raccoon Ridge official hawk counter. Hikers will then hike along the Appalachian Trail for about 2.5 miles to
reach Raccoon Ridge.

The hike is of moderate difficulty, particularly the first quarter mile and may not be suitable for inexperienced
hikers or families with members aged 10 years and younger. Hikers will meet at the A&P on route 94 in Blairstown
at 8:00 a.m. (Those familiar with the trail can meet where Camp Road & the Appalachian Trail intersect at 8:30
a.m.) Hikers need proper footwear, water, lunch, binoculars and dress in layers. MWA members are free, nonmem-
bers are asked to donate $3. Call (908) 537-7060 or e-mail adrienne@musconetcong.org to register.

Sunday, September 26, 2010 - 8th Annual MWA Wine Tasting Event 1p.m. - 4p.m.
Join us for a relaxing fall afternoon in the Pavilion at Warren County Rod and Gun Club located at

279 Bloomsbury/Asbury Road, Asbury, New Jersey. Sample a variety of imported and domestic wines with an array
of delicious finger foods near the bank of the Wild and Scenic Musconetcong River. Your good company and foot-
movin’ music from Jam-Bone are all that is required to cheer on our feathered friends in our now standing tradition
‘the Duck Race’. Donations: $25.00 per person in advance $27.50 at the door. Advance tickets are available online
at www.musconetcong.org or at our River Resource Center, as well as Perryville Wine & Spirits, located just off Rte
78W Exit 12.

Wednesday, October 6th, 2010 LEED Platinum Celebration 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
A cocktail hour celebrating the Platinum Certification of the MWA River Resource Center by the U.S. Green

Building Council (USGBC) has been scheduled. We will recognize our major donors and contributors and install the
plaque recognizing this important achievement. Light fare and wine will be offered. The LEED Platinum certifica-
tion represents the culmination of many years of planning, designing and constructing the River Resource Center,
which now serves as the Musconetcong Watershed Association’s headquarters and environmental education center.
Please RSVP by October 1 by phone (908) 537-7060 or by e-mail to adrienne@musconetcong.org

Saturday, November 27 – Hike at Point Mountain – 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.(ish)
Each year MWA members and others set aside the Saturday after Thanksgiving to burn off those extra calories

by hiking the trail at the Point Mountain Reserve. We look forward to having an expert along to speak to us about
the special features of the 900-acre Point Mountain Reservation. MWA members are free, nonmembers are asked to
donate $3. Bring a snack, water and binoculars if you’d like. All are welcome, novice and expert alike. We will meet
at the gravel parking lot on Point Mountain Road. Call (908) 537-7060 or e-mail adrienne@musconetcong.org to
register.

Note: If you are not receiving e-mail reminders for these events it means that we do not have a current e-mail address.
If you’d like to receive reminders and occasional “Musky News Briefs” please contact beth@musconetcong.org.

Wanted!
Calling all MWA members. Your time and talents are needed. Each and every MWA project and fundraiser

can use volunteer help. Whether you can donate one hour or one hundred hours our “things to do” list can be
custom-tailored to accommodate your schedule and your particular skills. Please call (908) 537-7060 or email
adrienne@musconetcong.org if interested or for more information.

And for those with green thumbs… Anyone who would like to learn about using native plants at home can
help to plant or maintain the plantings at the River Resource Center. For more information about this opportu-
nity e-mail MWATrustee and Master Gardener Cinny MacGonagle at cmacgonagle@yahoo.com or call (908) 479
6648 and she will update you on when we will be working in the garden.



MWA Membership Application
Please enroll me as a member of the Musconetcong Watershed

Association in which I will receive membership benefits and
publications. I have enclosed a check payable to MWA for the
membership category listed below:

q $20 Student q $100 Sustainer
q $30 Family q $250 Steward
q $50 Supporter q $500 Champion

q$1,000+ Life Member
Name: ________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________

City: _________________ State: _____ Zip: __________________

Phone: ________________________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________
Mail to:

Musconetcong Watershed Association
PO Box 113, Asbury, NJ 08802

POBox113
Asbury,NJ08802

MusconetcongRiverNews
What’sInside:

uRiverResourceCenterisPlatinum

uLangdonPalmerMemorialInternships

uNatureTrailNowOpenatRiverResourceCebnter

uSaveTheDates

The MusconetcongWatershed Association
The Musconetcong River Valley is rich in scenery, history, natural

resources, and recreational opportunities. The river rises up in Lake
Hopatcong - New Jersey’s largest spring-fed lake - and is shadowed by
1,000-foot Highland ridges and slices through a deep, limestone river
valley, flowing swiftly to the Delaware River. Along the way the “Musky”
passes by state and county parks, bustling towns, vital industries, historic
villages, and some of the most productive farmland in the state.

The Musconetcong Watershed Association (MWA) is a non-profit
organization formed in 1991 to protect and enhance the Musconetcong
River and its related resources through advocacy and environmental
education programs, scientific research and river restoration projects.
The MWA scope spans the 158 square-mile Musconetcong River
Watershed, and includes portions of four counties, and all or portions
of 25 municipalities. The Musconetcong River became part of the
National Wild and Scenic River System in 2006.

MWAmembers are part of a network of individuals, families and orga-
nizations who care about the Musconetcong River and its watershed.
They are kept informed about issues concerning the river and its related
resources by receiving quarterly issues of the Musconetcong River News.


